
Shively Festival Wrap-up 
 

    The Shively Festival held on Friday, June 25th 
and Saturday, June 26th provided us with a won-
derful opportunity to talk to hundreds of people 
who stopped by our booth. We gave away bags 
filled with a brochure about our congregation, a 
Serenity prayer bookmark, a St. Paul flip pen, and 
a bracelet with a religious saying. In addition hun-
dreds of suckers and bottles of bubbles were 
given to the children as were flyers promoting Ga-
lactic Blast, our upcoming VBS.  
     Without the hard work and organizational skills of Susan Miller and 
fourteen dedicated volunteers who staffed our booth and did setup or 
take-down for a total of fifteen hours in the HOT, HOT weather as well 
as all those who donated give-away items and money this wouldnôt 
have been possible. The winners of the two $50 Kroger gift cards for 
which people registered were: Charles Shepard and Melissa Koellner. 
Charlesô picture with Pastor Shirley is on our Facebook page. Melissa 
donated her card back to the church to be given to someone who truly 
needs it because she said that she and her family have been very 
blessed by God.  

South Central Conference Picnic  

 

     ñDown by the Riverside  Picnicò sponsored by 
the SCC will be held on Sunday, August 1st from 3
-6:30 P.M. at Thurman Hutchins Park on River 
Road. There will be numerous activities for all 
ages: broomball, a cornhole tournament, face 
painting, Bingo, a cakewalk, and a fishing contest. 
Pork bar-b-que and hot dogs will be provided. 
Each congregation is responsible for assigned 
side dishes. 
     At 6 P.M. there will be a closing worship service praising Jesus in 
song and word. If you plan to attend please give Carole Miller your 
reservation by Sunday, July 11th. Also, if you would like to go but donôt 
wish to drive out to the park, there will be transportation available from 
the church parking lot.  
     Bring your lawn chairs, 2 liters of soft drink, lemonade, iced tea, 
etc. plus a table if you have one and join with Lutherans from E-town, 
Jeffersonville, Corydon and Louisville for a great time of fun and fel-
lowship.         

 

 

 

 

Pastor Shirley  
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     The month of June was a spiritually uplifting one for me for 
two reasons: the Loving Jesus small group discussions (that be-
gan in April and concluded in June) and the I-K Synod Assembly. 
Please take the time to read the Assembly reports from Carole 
Miller and Vernon T. Jones for an in-depth summary of the all 
that happened in those 2 ½ days.  
     I, just as much as each of you, need to have my spiritual tank 
re-filled regularly and I was especially blessed by the conversa-
tions and discussion of the thirteen people who faithfully partici-
pated in the Loving Jesus sessions. Their insights, perspectives, 
and faith-experiences renewed and refreshed me as did many of 
the things that Dr. Mark Allan Powell wrote in his book.  
     Itôs both interesting and affirming to me when Iôm able to hear 
the same theme being voiced from different people in totally dif-
ferent situations. My ears immediately perk up when that hap-
pens because I know that Iôm hearing the Holy Spirit. That hap-
pened for me in June with the words of Dr. Mark Allan Powell, 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary New testament professor and author 
and Dr. Diana Butler Bass, historian, author, lecturer, educator 
and key-note speaker at the Synod Assembly.   
     Dr. Butler Bass noted in her first presentation to the Assembly 
on Friday afternoon that she is optimistic about the possible re-
surgence of religion in America because people are seeking, in-
deed longing for, the living, beating heart of Jesus Christ and are 
angry because theyôre not finding it in the institutional church. 
However, the fact that theyôre seeking Christ means that the 
Church has a wonderful opportunity to find authentic ways of 
showing the world Jesusô heart. 
     Along similar lines Dr. Powell wrote that, òThe Christian faith 
is not just a religion (a system of rituals and beliefs), but a rela-
tionshipða relationship of love with Jesus Christ who is risen 
from the dead.ò    
      (Continued page 2) 
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How do we, therefore, as Christiansðthose in a relationship of 
love with Jesus Christðshow the heart of Jesus to the world?   
     According to Diana Butler Bass, we, as the Church, do it 
through Christian practices. What is a Christian practice? Prac-
tices are things that Christian people do that meet fundamental 
human needs and serve Godôs kingdom in the world; some ex-
amples are: theological reflection; hospitality; discernment; 
healing; contemplation, testimony; diversity; justice; worship, 
and beauty, to name only a few.  
     The three practices that she found most frequently in her 
study of mainline congregations throughout the United States 
that are enjoying growth and a new vitality were; 1) theological 
reflectionðconnecting the stories of faith and life; 2) hospital-
ityðwelcoming the stranger; and 3) embracing diversityð
including everyone in community. These three practices have 
been in place at St. Paul for some time and I believe that we do 
them well; however, there is always room for improvement.  
     Also, as a congregation we need to be asking ourselves to 
what other practices we think God may be calling us, as we 
strive to become a faith-community growing into an ever-
deepening relationship of love with Jesus Christ.  We always 
need to be about seeking more effective ways of showing Je-
susô heart to those in our community and beyond. That pursuit 
will enrich our own lives, the life of our congregation, and the 
lives of those outside the church who are longing to know òthe 
living, beating heart of Jesus Christ.ò   
 

            Pastor Shirley  

  

Bible Verseé. 

        
[Jesus said to Simon Peter:] ñSimon, son of 
John, do you love me more than these?ò He 
said to him, ñYes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.ò  Jesus said to him, ñFeed my 
lambs.ò                         (John 21:15-16) 

 

A Cosmic Adventure Praising God 

Galactic Blast 

Vacation Bible School 
Join us for an out-of-this-world adventure! 

 

WHERE?   St. Paul Lutheran Church  

  2304 Crums Lane 

 

WHEN?   Monday, August 2ðThursday, August 5  

 

WHAT TIME? 6:00-8:00 P.M.  

 

   For more information call  

447-9341 



St. Paul Lutheran Church 
2304 Crums Lane 

Louisville, Kentucky 40216 

Phone: 502.447.9341 

Email: StPaul2304@aol.com 

Website:StPaulLutheranLouisville.com                        

Join us on Facebook 

Pastor: Rev. Shirley Ross-Jones 

 

Susan Alvey 

Martha Alvey 

Virginia Blanton 

Mark Billig 

Sharon Burkheart 

Catherine & Janice 

Dennis Christian 

Judy Cilono 

Laverne Collins 

Dale 

Tom Dale 

Stacy Forgy 

Jane Ford 

Jamie 

Mary Gregory 

Gerry Gunselman 

Janice Jenkins 

Troy Hall Family 

Janet Hardy 

Maragret Heheman 

Hoffman Family 

Greg & Mildred Johnson 

Tom Kannaple 

Harry Klotz, Jr 

Lola Leathers 

Mary Lee Legan 

Anna Luttrell & family 

Lias Mahoney Family 

Martha Maupin 

Matt & Kim McGuire 

July                                  Birthdays 
2-Marcus Edward Hammers       17-Norma Goben 

5-Denise Weissrock                    18-Gene Paulin   

    Olivia Ford                               29-Kelsey MacDonald 

10ðLaura Skillman 

12ðJoseph James Nevitt               August   

14-Douglas Sulzer                      15-David Edward Weissrock     

16-David George                        17-Mary Jane Neal    

     Yvonne Sulzer                       19-Elsie Jane Ford   

      Sonya Fowler                       28-Jessica MacDonald                

Remember in your Prayers 
Anita Neal & Family 

Jennifer Oakes 

Karen Pomphrey 

The Warren Rainwaters 

Laura Skillman 

Marshall Skillman 

Sheree Sorenson & Family 

Pastor Dave Shugert 

Rick Ulrich 

Margaret Vaught 

Johnny Ray Vaught 

Samuel Clay Vaught 

David Weissrock 

Suzanne Weissrock 

George Wimsatt 

Shannon & Tim Young 

 

Bishop Stuck as he completes his term as bishop and 

then transitions to retirement. 

 

Bishop-Elect Bill Gafkjen as he prepares to assume 

his call to shepherd the I-K Synod for the next 6 

years. 

 

Prayers of thanks that Kevin Jonesô platelet count is 

now normal.  

 

A solution to the oil spill in the Gulf and for those 

whose livelihoods areaeffected. 
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2010 INDIANA-KENTUCKY SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
 

 "GODôS WORK. OUR HANDS: EXTRAORDINARY GRACE 
THROUGH ORDINARY PEOPLE." 

 
This was my fourth I/K Synod Assembly and I would strongly encour-
age anyone who hasn't attended one to think about doing so in the 
future either as a delegate or volunteer. Two years ago I went as a 
volunteer, and volunteers are always needed. The future dates of the 
Assemblies will be; 2011-Ft. Wayne, IN June 2-4; and in 2012-
Covington, KY June 7-9. Each year St. Paul needs to send one male 
and female delegate in addition to Pastor Shirley. Please think of go-
ing to a future assembly; it is a very moving and informative experi-
ence.  
  
The 2010 I/K Synod Assembly seemed to go by really fast, we did 
many things in a short period of time. There were many enjoyable 
events like the worship, music, presentations and fellowship; in addi-
tion, we also had the business part with the budget and the various 
resolutions which are a necessary part of any assembly. This year we 
elected a new Bishop after five ballots. Rev. Bill Gafkjen was elected 
and will assume his office on Sept 1st and will be installed in Indian-
apolis on Saturday, Sept. 11th. 
  
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Mark Hanson, was present to chair 
the election of the new Bishop, to preach at the second worship ser-
vice, and bring us up to date about Church-wide activities. If you ever 
have the opportunity to hear Bishop Hanson speak please do it; he is 
a very Spirit-filled, committed, engaging Christian with many leader-
ship skills and talents that he uses in his role as Bishop.  
  
In his first presentation he noted that he is always asked how the 
ELCA is doing. He said that answer is determined by how our individ-
ual spirituality is doing and how the Holy Spirit is interacting in our 
local churches.  
  
Bishop Hanson felt that the ELCA should focus on three areas, 
"Identity, Mission and Discipleship." That identity is shown in the 
ELCA logo, which has the world globe and the cross. In trying to re-
late to what we are about it should all start and end in the person of 
Jesus Christ and what he did on the cross for all of us. Most of what 
he said was grounded in scripture. In this area he referred to II Corin-
thians 5:17-18, for in Christ everything is new, and the above three 
points come from that passage. 
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He went on to talk about how it is Godôs church and that neither we 
nor anyone else should ever try to pull it apart. Bishop Hanson em-
phasized that it was vitally important to stay in relationship with 
each other, especially when we disagree on an issue. 
  
The ELCA, in the midst of everything else going on, is planning to 
plant 44 new churches in various areas across the U.S. as part of 
their mission focus. He noted all churches whether new or old are a 
mission field.  
  
In his second presentation he kept going back to the point that the 
churchôs foundation is Jesusô death and resurrection. It isnôt our 
faith that gets us through, rather, its Godôs faithfulness that re-
deems us. The basic foundation of the Christian faith begins with 
Good Friday and ends with Easter.  
  
The keynote speaker was Dr. Diana Butler Bass who spoke on the 
topic "Spiritual and Religious: The Shape of Congregations for a 
Vital Future." Her presentations were based on her study of many 
mainline churches and what they had done to revitalize themselves. 
Her presentations covered a lot of material, but the main focus was 
on the terms "Practice, Tradition, and Wisdom." These three terms 
are a pattern for the deepest form of change within a church body.  
  
Practice is distinct from programs. Practices are things, such as 
hospitality, discernment and worship, that Christians engage in to 
meet fundamental human needs while serving Godôs kingdom in 
the world. Practices may involve programs, but they run deeper 
with a greater sense of power. 
  
Tradition is an intentional engagement with history where we seek 
to imitate and honor the wisdom of our ancestors. It goes beyond 
custom and habit and involves the insights and experience of Godôs 
people over time. 
  
Wisdom, from a Christian perspective, is following Jesusô teach-
ings to love God and your neighbor. Wisdom allows people to fash-
ion a way of life that involves their passion and insight and draws 
upon all of the aspects of oneôs existence.  
  
The bottom line from her study was that churches have to renew 
themselves from the inside out based upon the practices, tradition, 

The Epistle Volume V Page 7 

56 names on the first or ecclesiastical ballot. Gafkjen led on all 
ballots. He will succeed Bishop James R. Stuck who has served 
for twelve years. Tentative plans have been made for the bishop-
electôs installation to be held at St. Lukeôs United Methodist 
Church, Indianapolis, on Saturday, Sept. 11.   
     In an interview with the ELCA News Service, Gafkjen said his 
election brought him to ña sense of humility thatôs inspired with 
the sort of trust that comes with this call.ò Along with a commit-
ment to the synod, his new call ñis an invitation to walk alongside 
people in a difficult time to try to figure out what it means to be 
the church in mission. Itôs an opportunity to work with some great 
people and build on the foundation that Bishop Stuck built in this 
synod.ò 
     Among the priorities he sees for the synod, Gafkjen said the 
synod needs to assist members to have public conversations 
together in a way that honors differences. He also listed priorities 
such as staying focused on mission in the midst of financial chal-
lenges and stewardship concerns, and building connections and 
communication across the synod.  
     Bishop-elect Gafkjen has served with Stuck since 2002. ñHe 
is a man with a deep pastoral heart who is centered in prayer. 
He has a deep commitment to sharing the good news,ò Bishop 
Stuck said. 
     Born in Beausejour, Manitoba, Canada, Gafkjen earned a 
bachelorôs degree from St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN; a mas-
ter of divinity from Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN; and a doctor-
ate from Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA.  
     Gafkjen and his wife, Janet, are the parents of two children, 
Nathan and Kira. They live in Fishers, IN. 

Thrivent Builds/Habitat  
     The next (and last) scheduled workday for St. 
Paul is Saturday, July 31st. We need 5-6 people 
for either the entire day (8:30-3:30) or for the 
morning or afternoon only. Please let Carole 
Miller know if youôll be working that day. 
       Also, envelopes have been distributed for 
contributions to help with the cost of the house. Thrivent pays 
the majority, but the Lutheran congregations in Louisville need to 
contribute about $8,500. The deadline for collecting these is 
Sunday, July 25th. Please make your check payable to St. Paul 
and weôll then write one check to the Thrivent Treasurer.    
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Two Synod Assembly Resolutions  
 

     Two important resolutions that were adopted at the Assembly 
are ones that youôll be hearing more of in the coming weeks. The 
first has to do with the ELCA World Hunger Appeal and is 
worded as follows: 
 
RESOLVED, that the Indiana-Kentucky Synod in Assembly en-
courage the individual congregations of the Indiana-Kentucky 
Synod to challenge their congregational members to consider 
donating $5 per baptized member to the ELCA World Hunger 
Appeal in 2010 in addition to their regular benevolence giving.  
 
      The second resolution concerned the Lutheran Malaria Initia-
tive:  
 
RESOLVED, that the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly encour-
age each family unit in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod to consider 
giving $10 in 2010 toward the Lutheran Malaria Initiative specifi-
cally for the ñNothing but Netsò program to purchase nets, in ad-
dition to their regular benevolence giving. [Go to 
www.lutheranmalaria.org for further information and donations.]; 
and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the Indiana-Kentucky Assembly encourage our 
congregations to pray for those who suffer from malaria, and for 
those who are working to prevent, treat, and contain the disease; 
and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly encour-
age our congregations and communities to learn more about the 
Lutheran Malaria Initiative, malaria prevention, and its advocacy.     

Getting to Know Bishop-Elect Rev. William (Bill) O. 
Gafkjen 

 

     The Rev. William O. ñBillò Gafkjen (GUFF-ee-ehn), 52, was 
elected to a six-year term as bishop of the Indiana ïKentucky 
Synod at the synod assembly in Covington, KY. He was elected 
on the fifth ballot with 301 votes to 168 for the Rev. Steven L. 
Schwier, Christ the King Lutheran, South Bend, IN. There were  
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and wisdom of the church. 
 
If anyone wants more info on this Assembly or its speakers, please 
see me or go to the I-K Synod web site for its write-up.  

  

Peace, Vernon T. 

A Thought éé. 
              A ñnon-caringò Christian is a contradiction. 

Reflections from a first-time Assembly Delegate 

My experience in attending the IK Synod Assembly was uplifting.  I 
enjoy worshiping with our 
small congregation but there 
is something to be said in 
worshiping in a large group of 
like-minded believers. You 
can just feel the faith during 
the services.  

In attending the business part 
of the Assembly, it's good to 
learn how the IK Synod and 
the ELCA operate. It was diffi-
cult to hear of the continuing disagreement regarding the ELCA 
statement on sexuality; we're all in this together.  

Bishop Mark Hanson is a charismatic speaker and I'm so glad I've 
had the opportunity to see him in action. He and Bishop Stuck 
seemed to have a great time together; of course, they both have 
beards and are look a-likes of George Carlin!   

I'd highly recommend to others to attend a synod assembly. It is a 
great spiritual experience. 

Carole Miller 


